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EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


From the Rev. J. C. Supper, Secretary to the Java Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Soctety, 
Batavia, Aug. 12, 1816. 

I have the pleasure, in the name our Society, to assure you, 
that the contents of the highly esteemed letter of your Committee, 
as well as their present of £500, caused an extraordinary sensa- 
tion of joy, and greatly animated us to proceed in our labour. 

The Chinese New Testaments, which the zealous Missionary, 
Mr. Milne, (who is now in Malacca) distributed among the Chi- 
nese in this neighbourhood, and those which I had the means of 
distributing, have been visibly attended with blessed effects. <A 
member of my Portuguese congregation came to me, last week, 
and said, ‘‘1 am acquainted with some Chinese, who generally 
come to me twice a week, when the word of God is the theme of . 
our conversation ; they have read the Chinese New Testament, 
and find the contents of it of far greater excellence than those of 
any other book they have ever read; yet they do not understand 
every thing that is said in it, and therefore apply to me, to explain 
and clear up some passages which they cannot comprehend. } 
then give them such illustration on the subject, as I recollect from 
your discourses.” This Portuguese is one of my Catechumens, and, 
thanks be to God, I may say, that he is my crown, and the first 
fruit of my labours here. These Chinese have already turned their 
idols out of their houses, and are desirous of becoming Christians. 

Another of my Portuguese pupils came to me, a few days ago, 
and told me, ‘‘ that a certain Chinese, who had read the New Tes- 
tament in his mother tongue, visits him three times a week, to con- 
verse about the doctrines of Christianity ; he seems to love Jesus 
Christ better than Confucius, and wished I would give him a few 
more books in the Chinese language ; he has, likewise, turned his 
paper idols out of his house, and is ardently desirous of becoming a 
Christian. 

I was lately on a visit to a gentleman, where one of the richest 
Chinese in this country was also a guest, He spoke to me in 
Dutch, and said, ‘1 have read Mr. Morrison’s New Testament 
with pleasure ; it is very fine, and it would be well if every one 
led such a life as Jesus Christ has taught them to lead.”’ I cannot 
describe to you what effect these words, spoken by the mouth of a 
Chinese, had upon me. 

I commenced a discourse with him about his many idols, and 
said, ‘* You believe, by the doctrines of Confucius, that there is but 
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creature.” ‘¢ Yes,”’ answered he ; ‘‘ but God is too far above us; we 
dare not address ourselves to him, without the intervention of the 
demi-gods.”’ I then said, ‘* As God is the Creator of mankind, 
should we not, therefore, call him our common Father?” *“ Yes, 
certainly !” was his reply. ‘‘ Well, if this be admitted, are not 
children obliged to place confidence in their father?” Answer— 
‘‘Most assuredly.” In what consists this trust?’ No answer. 
‘¢ Are not you a father of five sons ?”’ “* Yes,”’ was his reply. ‘* And, 
now, what would you think or do, if three of your sons took it into ~ 
their heads to paint images upon paper, or carve them out of 
wood ; and when finished, pay them all the veneration, and put 
that confidence in them, which are justly due to you, as their fa- 
ther ? Would you quietly submit to such conduct in your sons ?’” 
‘*No; I would severely chastise them, and place them in a mad- 
house, as labouring under a fit of insanity.” ‘ But, if they ac- 
knowledged, by way of exculpation, that, from the great venera- 
tion the y had for you as their father, they could not venture to ap- 
proach you but through the intercession of images which they 
themselves had made, what would you say then?” I should an- 
swer—‘* I have chastised you for your want of confidence in me ; 
these images being unable to hear, see, move, or help themselves. 
] pronounce you to be out of your senses.” ‘ But,’’ said I, “do 
you act more wisely than they, when you worship the idols in your 
temples, and pay every honour to them in your houses, which is 
due to our Heavenly Father only ?” * Ah!” replied the Chinese, 
‘‘we have never directed our views so far; but I am convinced 
that our idolatry can never be pleasing to the only true God, and 


that, by so doing, we provoke his vengeance upon us.” 


The conversation being ended, he went home, seemingly dissa- 
tisfied with himself; and, on his arrival there, tore all the painted 
images from the walls, and threw them into the fire. He has never 
since frequented the Chinese Temples, and contents himself with 
reading the New. Testament, and other Religious Writings, with 
which f supply him from time to'time. Is it likely that this Chi- 
nese is far from the kingdom of God ? Is not the grace of God, and 
the power of the Holy Spirit, able to convert even Chinese to 
the true Christian faith ? Many of the Europeans here are inclined 
to doubt this, and, therefore, look upon my labour as an unneces- 
sary waste of time ; but their seemingly repulsive doubts animate 
us to greater zeal, and strengthen our faith and hope, that God will 
convince such unbelievers, by the evidence of facts, that the la- 
bours of his servants among the Chinese, will not be “in vain in 
the Lord.” 

I sold, lately, two more copies of the Arabic Bible to a Mahom- 
medan Priest of the first class, and another to one of the Governors 
of a district in the interior; each for five rix dollars. 

One of my pupils reads the Holy Scriptures with Mahommedans, 
three times a week, converses with them upon what they have 
read, and they join in prayer in his own house afterwards. One 
of the upper servants of a Mahommedan Mosque told him the other 
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day, ‘‘I have served many years in our temple; but have never 
yet heard so many agreeable truths from the priests, as are contain- 
ed in your Christian Koran. 1 look upon the Christian worship, 
as the best and most intelligible ; and, since you have taught me 
to pray, I always feel a peculiarly agreeable repose to my mind, 
when I have prayed in a morning or evening, such as I never expe- 
rienced before.” 
oto 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. E. Henderson. 
- Petersburg, December, 28, 1816. 

Turoven the medium of the different Reports, I doubt not but 
you are already in possession of the most important data relative to 
my labours these two or three years past. The Bible Society 
flourishes almost universally ; and though many have been induced 
merely from motives of a worldly nature to become subscribers, 
and otherwise to help forward the Institution, the good that results 
from local efforts of this description is incalculable. The infidel 
point of view in which the Bible was regarded, is lost sight of by 
multitudes here, their attention being again directed to its contents 
and thousands, yea tens of thousands, who were hungering and 
thirsting after the spiritual information contained in it, now find 
that food of which they stood inneed. There are now few places 
in the North of Germany where Bible Societies do not exist, and 
from which, as a centre, the influence of revealed truth operates 
toa greater or less extent on the surrounding country. In the 
duchies of Sleswig and Holstein, Auxiliary Societies are forming in 
each deanery, and in some of these, Bible Associations are forming 
in every parish. The central establishment in that part will pub- 
lish a Report in the spring, which I have every reason to expect 
will furnish the friends of the cause with a great deal of new and 
highly interesting matter. 

A glorious day seems to be dawning upon Russia. You know 
what has been done since our dear friend Mr. Patterson came here 
in 1812. The energies of this vast empire have been called forth 
against the disturber of the tranquillity of Europe ; they are now 
called forth against the prime enemy of all order and peace, and 
lending most powerful aid in the mighty exertions that are now 
using for the dissemination of the saving truth among all nations.— 
There are now not fewer than nineteen Auxiliaries or Branches in 
the empire, and the 20th is forming in Wietha on the confines of 
Siberia. The demand for the Scriptures is increasing every day, 
and our utmost efforts are unable to satisfy them. The Slavonian 
Scriptures in particular are much sought after. We have lately 
received intelligence from the Crimea, of a very flattering nature. 
Jews, Mahomedans, Pagans, and nominal Christians, discover an 
ardent wish to possess the New Testament. A considerable num- 
ber of the Tartar Turkish New Testament, printed by the Mis- 
sionaries at Karass, have been distributed among Imans, Mallahs, 
and Effendi, who have discovered much joy and gratitude on re- 
ceiving the gift. A second edition is printing in Astrachan, by 
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Mitchell, at the expense of the Society here. Indeed the strong 
holds of Mahomet will now be attacked in a way they never have 
been before. From every quarter, the pure beams of revealed 
truth are pouring in upon his deluded votaries ; and we know they 
are able to pierce the thickest film of darkness, and overcome the 
most determined enmity of the human mind. They will make the 
strongest bulwarks of the false prophet totter to the very base ; 
and he shall ere long be put under the feet of Immanuel. All is 
activity here. Letters relative to Bibles are going and coming with 
every mail. Large bales are dispatched almost daily.’ Types 
are founding: the Scriptures are composing: and thousands of 
sheets are struck offevery day. 1 attended a meeting of the Com- 
mittee yesterday, for the first time since my arrival. Of course I 
understood but little of what was said, but it was highly gratifying 
to see so many men of such distinguished rank, met to deliberate 
on such important matters, and to observe the spirit which anima- 
ted their proceedings. A very interesting account was given of the 
establishment of a- Bible Society at Mohileu, the Russian head- 
quarters, in which many distinguished military characters took an 
active part. 
; —<24 o> 
AFRICA. 
FROM THE CALEDON AUXILIARY SOCIETY IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
Caledon, Marth 4, 1816. 

Tiroven the instrumentality of the Reports of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, which happened to fall into our hands, we 
have heen rouzed, likewise, to cast our mite into the treasury, in 
aid of that Society ; and, in order to do this in a regular manner, 
we have established a Society, under the title of ‘* The Caledon 
Auxiliary Society,” a plan of which you find enclosed. We now 
beg to be informed who is the Agent of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society at the Cape, in orderthat we may annually deliver 
our smal] contributions to him, against a receipt; soliciting, at 
the same time, to be favoured with the Society’s Annual Reports, 
and with asmall number of Bibles, together with an instruction 
in what manner the Society wishes the distribution thereof to be 
made, 

Wishing that the British and Foreign Bible Society may abide 
upon a lasting foundation, until the earth be covered with the 
knowledge of Christ, as the waters cover the deep, 

I remain, &c. 
A. C. BERGMAN, Secretary: 
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WESLEYAN MISSIONS. 


BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 

Of the British Provinces it is stated :— 

The Mission employs twenty-four Missionaries, and contains 
twenty Stations ; and, as each of those Stations is connected with 
» circuit in which every Missionary itinerates, the Gospel is, by 
aR ans, extensively administere.! to numbers of the scattered 
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inhabitants of those countries, who, but for such a plan of Mission- 
ary Labour, would be wholly deprived of the ordinances of Chris- 
tianity. 

STATE OF THE FUNDS. 

The Income of the year has been £10,423. 10s. 9d. [upwards 
of forty-six thousand Dollars ;] and the Expenditure, £.9,859. 2s. 
91d. 

On the increase of the Funds it is said :— 

This the Committee ascribe, under the blessing of God, to the 
operation of Missionary Societies, adult and juvenile, formed in 
different parts of the kingdom; and carried, in some places, with 
great zeal, into full efficiency. Here the rich and the poor have 
met together: the aged, and the youth, and the child, have united 
in the service of Christ, and presented their offerings to his cause : 
and the Committee trust, that wherever it is practicable, the recom- 
mendation of the Conference of 1814 on this subject will be adopt- 
ed, that the supply may be constant as the moral necessities of 
an unsaved world, and rncreasine as, by the providence of God, 
are the opportunities for communicating to it that only means of its 
salvation, the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

INCREASE OF MISSIONARIES. 

During the Jast twelve months, the Committee have sent out 19 
additional Missionaries to different parts of the world; viz. 4 to 
Ceylon, | to Bombay, 1 tothe Cape of Good Hope, 4 to the West 
Indies, 2 to Nova Scotia, 3 to Newfoundland, 1 to Quebec, 1 to 
Gibraltar, 1 to Brussels, and 1 to France; making the whole num- 
ber of Missionaries employed on Foreign Stations, under the di- 
rection of the Methodist Conference, 80. 

To the effect of that greater publicity which has lately been 
given to the state of the Heathen World, by different means, and 
the enforcement of the obligations of Christians to extend the 
kingdom of their Lord, the Committee attribute that increase of 
Missionary zeal which has this year furnished them with a full 
SUPPLY. OF MISSIONARIES for every Station. Not less than 12 
preachers, stationed in English Circuits, and enjoying all the com- 
forts and advantages of the Home Ministry, have offered themselves 
as Foreign Missionaries, exclusive of those who had previously 
acted only as Local Preachers. Of these, several have already 
taken their departure for different Stations; and the rest wait the 
call of God, and the direction of their Brethren. Their piety, 
their talents, and, in some cases, considerable learning, give the 
best promise of future usefulness in all the departments of Mission- 
ary Labour; and the Committee cannot refrain trom calling on the 
grateful acknowledgments of their friends to the Lord of the Har- 
vest, for thus sending forth more labourers into the harvest. With 
the increase of the Funds, there has been also an increase of men 
suited to the work, and willing to embrace it. This is a coinci- 
dence which cannot fail to lead to the recognition of those evident 
indications of Providence, which now, more than ever, make it 
‘imperious upon us to go on, in the name of the Lord. 
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(The Report closes with the following highly animating and in- 
teresting address :] 

Increasing, however, as are our exertions, and those of almost 
every other Religious Denomination, the Committee would still 
keep it impressed on the minds of all who have so willingly co- 
operated with them in these attempts to spread the knowledge of 
Christ, that little has been done by any body of Christians sepa- 
rately, or by all collectively, in comparison of what remains to be 
done. Active, united, and even formidable as have been the 
movements of the Christian World for some years past, against the 
kingdom of darkness and sin, only a few of its outworks have been 
won, and little more than mere facilities obtained for extensive 
conquest. 

Whilst more than one half of the subjects of the British Empire 
itself are Pagans, every obligation of patriotism, policy, and reli- 
gion, demands persevering exertions to circulate the vital princi- 
ples of true godliness through every member of the political body ; 
until an empire fully christianized shall be presented to the eye of 
the world ; exhibiting, as in the first ages of the Church, the glo- 
rious triumphs of the Gospel over the vices which deform, and the 
miseries which desolate, the fairest portions of the globe ; and dis- 
playing, for the instruction and imitation of Pagan Asia in parti- 
cular, the beneficial effects of Christianity on the civil and moral 
interests of man. 

Were there even no other field for Missionary Labours than that 
which is presented by the British Empire, comprising so great a 
portion of India and numerous Asiatic Islands, a part of Africa, and 
the Colonies of the Western Archipelago and of North America, 
the united efforts of all Christians for many years to come would 
find a large share of occupation ; but, beyond the bounds of the 
British Empire, extensive as it is, and comprehending so many 
large and populous Pagan Countries, lie scenes of affecting moral 
misery. Immense shades of darkness still remain unpierced by a 
ray of heavenly light. Empires, composed of hundreds of millions 
of souls, still remain under the power of Satan ; and the worship 
of idols and devils still robs God over all, blessed for evermore, of 
the worship due to his holy name by his redeemed creatures. 

Whilst the world presents such an aspect, there is surely enough 
of wretchedness to keep alive our sympathies, and enough of sin to 
rouse into vivid operation the feeling of indignant jealousy for the 
honour of the Lord of Hosts. 

The debt of the Christian World to the Heathen remains undis- 
charged: it has run awfully into arrears ; and the favourable op- 
portunities of access to every part of the Pagan World are the in- 
fallible indications that the Governor and the Judge of the World, 
and especially of the Churches, now demands its payment. 

The successes of the Missions of modern times are certainly not 
a discharge from the service, but the strongest incitements to 
pledge every energy anew to its holy objects. The efficiency ot 
the Gospel has been again demonstrated in our own day, in the 
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conversion and salvation of Heathens of every class, of every clime, 
and of every form of Pagan Superstition. Every Missionary en- 
terprsie, if prudently, and above all, it piously UNDERTAKEN, if it 
be consecrated by singleness of view, and supported by prayer, 
has a moral certainty of success. Every sign of the times indicates 
that the period is fully come when the outcasts of men shall be 
remembered, and they who are ready to perish shall obtain mercy. 

Pressing, therefore, as the state of affairs is, the Committee are 
persuaded that the last retrenchment which any person, alive to 
the glory of God and the salvation of men, will make, whenever 
obliged to make retrenchment, will be the sums he has devoted, 
first to the support of religion at home, and, secondly, to the na- 
tural and necessary consequence of the former, the extension of 
religion abroad. God calls, and his people follow. He who now 
gues on from conquering to conquer, now more evidently puts him- 
self at the head of his sacramental host: the battle is turned to the 
gate ; and none, it is hoped, will be found treacherous to the grand 
and momentous struggle ; none, who will not wield his weapon in 
the war, or stretch out his hand to replenish the treasury. Signs 
of the Son of Man, signs of glory and conquest, transfuse a new 
vigour into the heart, and spread new prospects to the hopes of the 
righteous. Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth : the light of the morn- 
ing, on the tops of the mountains, catches the waiting eyes of 
those who sit in the shadow of death. The captive exile hastens 
to be delivered. The whole creation of rational creatures, crushed 
beneath the accumulated weight of the tyrannizing superstitions of 
ages, groaneth and travaileth in pain, to be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption. Allis preparation and movement. The rod of 
His strength is gone out of Zion, and he must reign in the midst of 
his enemies. His people, too, are willing in the day of his power ; 
and nothing remains to give them their full share in the blessing 
and glory of that victory, which is to re-assert the rights of God to 
the love and homage of a world of redeemed men, but that they be 
steadfast and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Their labour, directed by his Werd, and animated by his Spirit, 
cannut be in vain, 

<1 
DOMESTIC, 
STATE OF RELIGION. 

Ata late meeting of the Synop or Geneva, N.Y. the coinmittee ap- 
pointed to take notes during the free conversation on the state 
of Religion within the bounds of the Synod, submitted the fol- 
lowing report, which was read and adopted : 

From the view which has been presented, it appears that nu- 
merous and extensive wastes yet remain in our Zion, where mul- 
titudes are involved in great spiritual darkness, and are famishing 
for want of the Bread of Life ; that immorality and irreligion too 
generally abound, and in some places prevail to an alarming de- 
gree ; that a spirit of lukewarmness characterizes some of our chu 
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ches, and that there is yet more or less deficiency in that spirit oi 
charity, and zeal, and self-denial for the cause of Christ, which 
ought (especially at the present day) to distinguish his professing 
people. 

But, notwithstanding in view of these things we are called to 
mourn and be deeply humble before God, yet we have abundant 
cause to rejoice, that instead of visiting us in judgment as we de- 
serve, he has looked down upon us in mercy, and visited us with 
peculiar tokens of his favour. Under the administration of his ho- 
ly Spirit, and the abundant effusions of his grace, the gospel has 
extensively prevailed, and, in many places, triumphed ever the 
opposition of the enemy. 

In Homer, a precious revival has been experienced. About 
155 have become the hopeful subjects of divine grace, of whom 
105 have been admitted to the communion of the church. In Locke, 
a season of refreshing from the divine presence has been experi- 
enced. About 170 have been hopefully brought into the light and 
liberty of the gospel, 60 of whom have united with the church, 
and 30 more propounded for admission. In Patmyra, also, the 
triumphs of divine grace has been displayed. It is stated that 126 
have been hopefully born again, and 106 added to the church. 
Similar revivals to a greater or less extent have been experienced in 
Cazenovia, Pompey-Hill, Otisco, Ithica, Romulus, Lyons, Wolcott, 
Victor, Livonia, and Middlesex. There has also been an increased 
attention to the things of religion, and the hopeful subjects of di- 
vine grace more or less multiplied in Pompey, Onondaga, Gene- 
va, Gainesville, Bloomfield, Rochester, Buffalo, Hamburg, Eden, 
Willinck, and Pomfret. 

In proportion to the extent in which these effusions of the Spirit 
have been experienced, they have produced an increasing atten- 
tion to the means of grace ; associations for prayer and religious 
conference have been multiplied ; vice and immorality have been 
checked in their progress, or driven from public view ; and the 
utility and importance of gospel institutions more generally ac- 
knowledged---the call from our destitute regions is more frequent- 
ly heard, ‘*‘ Come over into Macedonia and help.us,”’ 

Within our bounds, many new congregations have beetrorgan- 
ized, and churches planted ; and temples have been erected for 
the worship of God. 

On the whole, it is manifest that the cause of Christ is making a 
very gratifying progress. Our devout thanks are due to the head 
of the church ; and we have peculiar motives for renewed and per- 
severing zeal and fortitude. Our God is withus. The angel of 
his presence has gone before us. Let us pray that he may conti- 
nue to go before us, and display tke triumphs of his grace, until this 
western region shall become as the garden of God, and the whole 
world be filled with his glory. 

A true extract from the records of the Synod. 

HENERY AXTELL, Sratep Crk. 

Geneva, Marcn 17, 1817 [Courtland Repos. 
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A clergyman in Virginia writes as follows to his friend in Chil- 
licothe :—‘*The state of religion among us, generally, is not the 
most pleasing, though in some places God is evidently prospering 
his work. Winchester and Leesburg have experienced, during 
the last year, a time of refreshing. Alexandria, also, in the bounds 
of Baltimore Presbytery, has recently been roused from a long 
contiued lifeless state that threatened destruction to that society. 
A number have already been added to the church, and many more 
appear anxious about the ‘ one thing needful.” Most of our 
churches have to lament their lukewramness. ‘The ordinances of 
the Gospel have not lately been attended by that divine influence 
that melts and breaks the hearts of sinners, while it sanctifies and 
comforts the disciples of the Redeemer. It is pleasing, however, to 
state, that in many places the rising generation are catechised and 
carefully instructed in the principles of the Christian religion. 
More attention is paid to this duty than heretofore. 

The Theological School under the patronage of the Synod of 
Virginia is in a prosperous state. Its funds are increasing. The 
number of young men that. attend it, is encouraging beyond 
our most sanguine expectations, apd our people I think will sup- 
port it with zeal. 

With respect to missionary associations, I think Virginia will do 
something respectable this year. Our Presbyteries will have this 
subject before them at their spring meetings. Domestic missions 
are popular with the people generally. Many do not think it right 
to neglect the millions of Heathen in our own country, while our 
young ministers are urged to go to foreign lands. [Tor my own part, 
{ wish to see some well written production on the subject uf domes- 
tic missions, that will fairly exhibit to our Churches the wants of 
our own country, and our obligation to attend to them. [ think 
the matter might then be safely submitted to the good sense and 
piety of our people and our Missionaries.—In the present state of 
things, many are exposed to error, in consequence of ignorance ; 
for while the most affecting accounts of the wants of the Heathen 
are given, and the most animating descriptions of the fields for mis- 
sionary exertions abroad, nothing is said and very little known 
about the Heathen amongst ys that speak our own language, and 
fhe savages on our own borders. [Chil. Recorder. 

ii 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
Tue Ropper’s Daventer. Founded on Fuet. 
(Continued from page 95.) 

Betsey Brown having felt so much pleasure in go'ng to the Sun- 
daySchool at first, afterwards attended regularly, and though some- 
what of the novelty gradually wore off, yet she found increasing 
benefit every sabbath. She was furnished with several books,.and 
Miss Field desired her to learn something every week, to say to her 
on the following Sunday. Accordingly Betsey applied closely to 
her book, and often went to visit her cousin Anne, to get sore 
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assistance from her in learning. She also taught her little brother 
at home, and thus improved herself while teaching him. Here let 
me observe that elder brothers and sisters should always strive to 
improve the younger, and to set them a good example ; thus they 
would both receive and communicate instruction, and much assist 
their parents or teachers. Ina few months our young cottager 
made considerable progress, and was able to read the plain short 
sentences in her spelling book. Miss Field was so pleased with 
her attention and improvement, that she gave her several rewards, 
which proved a great encouragement to Betsey, and excited her 
to increased exertion and perseverance. She loved her books, 
and her teacher, and her school, so that she soon got on very rapid- 
ly. While her father was roving about in his lawless occupation, 
she would take her book with her, and rambling through the wood, 
sit on the stump of a tree, or walking through the fields, recline on 
the flewery banks of a meadow, with her lesson before her ; thus she 
improved her spare moments, and was constantly endeavouring to 
Zain wisdom. She was not satisfied if any day passed away’ with- 
out learning some lesson to say to her teacher on the Sabbath.— 
Sunday scholars should remember to imitate this example, and that 
may be called a bad day in which they have not learned some- 
thing for the Sunday, those who wish to be wise must improve 
every day as it passes. I have known many children improve 
more by this plan, though they only attended on a Sunday, than 
others who went to a school every day in the week. 

Betsey Brown not only improved in her learning, but her be- 
haviour was remarkably good ; she was always attentive and quiet 
at church, and very obedient and grateful toher teachers. ‘* Oh!”’ 
said she, ‘* I’m sure I ought to love Miss Field very much, for, she 
persuaded my father to let me come to the sunday school, and 
though she’s the Squire’s daughter, she deigns to teach us poor 
girls ; surely it is the smallest return { can make for all this kindness, 
to love my dear teacher, and to do as she tells me. I can’t return 
her kindness by any thing I can do, but I’ll prove how I love her 
by doing all I can to show the thankfulness of my heart.” 

Betsey Brown continued to attend the sunday school for four or 
five years with increasing pleasure and improvement. Not only 
did she learn to read her Bible at school, but she often read it at 
home, when nobody saw her; and would frequently kneel down 
and pray that God Almighty would teach and bless her, a poor ig- 
norant child. Good children should always remember, that they 
must often pray by themselves, and for themselves. I know of no 
sight in the world so delightful as the youthful suppliant bowing at 
the throne of grace. Dear child. though unseen, or despised by 
man, thy heavenly Father beholds thee in secret. Angels i in heaven 
rejoice over the youthful penitent. 

And Satan trembles when he sees, 
The youthful saint upon his knees. 

The erenng~ instructions imparted at the sunday school, had 

made adeep impression on the tender heart of Betsey. She was 
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often observed with tears glistening in her eyes, while her teacher 
spake of the evils of sin, and the mercy of Jesus Christ, and his 
special tenderness to the young, and his willingness to pardon, to 
save, andto bless them. She had many excellent tracts and books 
lent or given to her, which she carried home and delighted to read ; 
thus her mind was improved, and her heart impressed with the 
great things which belonged to her everlasting peace, and she grew 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord-and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Often would she make the forest echo with her songs of 
praise while she joined with the choristers of the grove in singing 
the praises of God. The conversations of the teachers, and the 
prayers and addresses of Mr. Field were eminently useful to 
Betsey ; she thought of them seriously as she walked across the 
fields to her home on the Sabbath evening, and frequently, during 
the week, those instructions recurred to her mind, and deeply at- | 
fected her heart. She was not satisfied with merely learning the 
tasks which were set her ; but she wished to understand the mean- 
ing of every thing that she read, especially in the Bible ; and when 
she was at a loss she always found her teacher willing to give her 
information ; thus, this poor cottage girl “ grew in wisdom and in 
favour both with God and man.” She was acomfort to her teach- 
er, an example to her companions, and the ornament of the sunday 
schuol. 

While this blossom of early piety was blooming in the forest ; 
while Betsey Brown was thus gaining knowledge, and learning in 
the days of her youth, to see the value and to feel the power of re- 
ligion, there was one subject which much distressed her mind, and 
led her frequently to weep tears of bitter sorrow. It was when 
she reflected on her farther, who lived in open violation of the laws 
of God and man. ‘To be obliged to hear constant blasphemy, 
cursing, and swearing,—to witness intoxication and riot, and espe- 
ciaily to hear the feats of plunder ; and all this evil as connected 
with a father, O! it was acutely painful, and unspeakably distres- 
sing to the tender conscience of our Sunday scholar! Sometimes 
she would try to persuade her father to allow her to read to him 
some suitable passages which she had selected. Sometimes she 
would endeavour to get her little brother to say some of his hymns 
before him ; but, alas! he treated these things with contempt, and 
if any thing serious was read or said before him, he would burst into 
a violent passion, and call religion, nonsense, and abuse all pious 
persons in the most violent manner. He could not bear to see the 
Bible or any good books about, and the children were always oblig- 
ed to run and hide them whenever their father came home. ‘This 
conduct in her father was a severe trial to poor Betsey, and almost 
broke her heart, so that she would sometimes retire and weep by 
herself, and pray that God would change her father’s heart, and 
turn him from his evil courses. ‘Though she saw no altcration in 
her father’s conduct. Miss Field encouraged her to continue praying 
for him, and mentioned several instances in which sunday school 
ehildren had been like ministers or missionaries, to convey the gos- 
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pel to parents, who had before been entirely regardless of God, 
and their immortal interests. It is sometimes the case that we pray 
a long time before any answer appears to be granted to our peti- 
tions ; thus God exercises our faith, increases our fervor, and pre- 
pares us for the blessing he intends to bestow, let us therefore feel 
encouraged to continue to ‘* pray without ceasing,’ and we shal} 
not pray in vain. [T’o be continued. | 


— D+ o 


BIBLE SOCIETIES 
In our last, we mentioned the formation of ** The Auxiliary 
Female Bible Society in the county of St. Lawrence,” in this state, 
instituted on the first Tuesday of February last, auxiliary to the 
American B. 8. We now insert the following address of that In- 
stitution to the inhabitants of the county. 


ADDRESS. 

The members of the Female Bible Society in the county of St. 
Lawrence, beg leave to address the inhabitants of the county, on a 
subject in which they fee] deeply interested, viz.—ihe diffusion of 
the sacred scriptures to families and individuals, who are destitute 
of this greatest of blessings. 

Although the persons addressing you are of the weaker sex, and 
excluded from serving at the altar, yet they know that they do not 
act above their sphere, when they attempt to promote the cause of 
religion and morality. We have also the pleasing consolation, that 
our great Lord and Master was pleased to honour females in per- 
forming many labours of love to himself and his dear children.— 
The great apostle of the Gentiles took particular notice of those 
women who Jaboured with him in the Gospel. 

In the present eventful period, when Jehovah Jesus is going forth 
conquering and to conquer, bowing the nations to his sceptre, he 
condescends to employ all claszes of persons in promoting his glo- 
rious cause. In America, our faith and zeal are animated and 
quickened by observing our sex manifesting the same love with 
the other, in promoting the cause of religion, morality, and happi- 
ness, among the children of men. Without intending to reproach 
the centlemen of the county by our present exertions, we humbly 
proffer our aid, and will gladly follow those, whose duty it is to set 
the cxample of promoting the cause of our common Lord, in fur- 
nishing the poor and the ignorant with the means of salvation. 

We take the liberty to subjoin the following remarks to every 
description of persons. 

Your co- ope ration is wanted in the great work we are engagec 
in. The opinion generally entertained that all who live in Chris- 
ian nations possess the scriptures, is very erroneous. In parts oi 
our own country the most highlv favoured, and which for a long 
period have enjoyed re ligious privileges, many have been found 
destitute of the Holy Scriptures. What, then, ‘would be the result 
of a careful inquiry among ourselves? Multitades, yes, multitudes 
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would be found without a Bible in their possession, and conse- 
quently their minds clouded with ignorance and error, ready to 
perish in their sins. 

Fellow-citizens, are we under moral obligations, as far as cir- 
cumstances will admit, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and 
comfort the afflicted? Yet is there not an higher duty we owe to 
our fellow-creatures—to bestow upon those who are destitute, 
God's word, which brings life and immortality to light in revealing 
a Saviour, and through him riches to the poor, joy to the mourner, 
and life to the dead. Is it not our duty to bestow on the destitute 
this greatest of all blessings ? 

The period in which we live, is emphatically a period of exer- 
ition. Action and not professions is the criterion of christian char- 
acter. They who act not in subservience to the advancement of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, let their religious creed be what it may, 
are no longer numbered among the righteous in the world. The 
person whose treasures are withheld from benevolent objects, is 
by general consent placed in the class of those who are seeking 
their own objects, and not the things of Jesus Christ. 

Your ancestors bequeathed unto many of you treasures, the aid 
of which we solicit in bestowing on those who have neither parents’ 
or benefactors to seek their spiritual good. In the record of your 
own memories the territory which you now inhabit, was a field 
over which the eye of benevolence cast a compassionate look. 
Here Bibles have been sent by those who loved our souls, to show 
unto us the way of salvation. Your condition, blessed be God, is 
happily changed. The wilderness is become a fruitful field, and 
we are able to bestow upon others who are in want, the blessings 
which many conferred upon us. You have now an opportunity of 
expressing your love to your God and Saviour for all the blessings 
which you enjoy from his beneficent hand. Come forward then, 
cheerfully, and co-operate with emperors on their thrones, and 
peasants in their cottages, in dispensing the precious oracles of 
Heaven, which bring life and salvation to sinners—wkich break 
the chains, and open the prison doors of the captive—which tran- 
ynilize the soul in the agonies of death, and point the way to eter- 


nal glory. MARY E. HUBBELL, Prestdent. 
SUSAN WELLS, Secretary. 


Officers of the Society.—Mary Elizabeth Hubbell, President ; 
Jane Livingston, Vice-President ; Susan Wells, Secretary; Eliza- 
beth Livingston, Treasurer.— Board of Managers.—Charlotte 
Scott, Eunice Woolsey, Sally Guest, Clarissa Lum, Ogdensburgh : 
Elizabeth Thompson, Jane Turner, Esther Lytle, Lisbon. 
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First Annual Report of the New-York Female Auxiliary Bible 
Socrety. 

The present period of the Christian world is highly momentous 

and interesting. —It has pleasedjthe Almighty Disposer of the hearts 

of men to enkindle an extraordinary zeal throughout Chris- 
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tendom for the extensive diffusion of his own blessed truth. 
Nearly a year has elapsed since the Members of this Society, de- 
sirous of being instrumental, by their humble, but they trust sin- 
cere endeavours, in speeding the flight of the Heavenly Messenger 
who is destined to convey on the wings of love the everlasting 
gospel to all the nations of the earth, instituted “‘ The New-York 
Female Auxiliary Bible Society.” 

The Members of this Board, in presenting their first Report, are 
desirous, not only to exhibit to the Society an account of their re- 
ceipts and expenditures, but also to express their gratitude to God, 
who has enabled them to put the sacred oracles into the hands of 
many who were solicitous to receive them, and who acknowledged 
their obligations to those who have been made the dispensers of 
the Heavenly Gift. 

The Managers of this Institution have endeavoured to impress 
on the thoughtless and ignorant the indispensable duty of searching 
the Scriptures, and faithfully and affectionately to urge the im- 
portance of reading them with prayer, and with dependence on 
the Great Teacher, who through the medium of his word and spi- 
rit is alone able to make wise unto salvation. They trust their 
** Jabour has not been in vain,” but that he who despiseth not the 
day of small ihings, will prosper their exertions and confirm to 
them the promise, ‘*‘ That those who wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength.” Among the chief objects of this Institution, is that 
of increasing the funds of the American Bible Society. One thou- 
sand three hundred and fifty Dollars have during the year been 
paid to the Treasurer of that important National Establishment ; 
as will appear by the account current hereto annexed. Eight hun- 
dred Bibles have been received from the Parent Society, and 212 
purchased from the New-York Bible Society, before the former 
could supply its Auxiliaries. ‘The Managers have distributed 900 
Bibles, and many more are wanted to satisfy the present demand. 

In this work of faith and labour of love ‘ let us not be weary.” 
We trust the day is fast approaching when “ the Kingdoms of this 
world shall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ ;”’ 
and when, at the ushering in of the Millennial Glory, ‘‘ the know- 
ledge of God shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.” 

As we are permitted to be ‘ fellow-workers with God,”’ in ad- 
vancing this glorious design, let us act under a deep impression of 
the solemnity, the dignity, and the importance of the work we have 
undertaken to perform, and being emulous of meeting the appro- 
bation of our Divine Master, let us be diligent and faithful stew- 
ards, whom when the Lord cometh he shall find ready to hand in 
their accounts with joy, in the humble hope of finally receiving the 
gracious reward prepared for them who are faitaful to the end. 

[it appears by the Treasurer’s statement that the receipts for the 
last year amount to $1561. The Society has paid over to the 
American Bible Society $1350; for Bibles $165; sundry expen 
ses $14 87,—leaving balance in hands of Treasurer $30 76. | 
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The first Anniversary of this important National Institution was 
celebrated in this city on Thursday the 8th instant, in the large 
room of Washington Hall. 

The venerable President of the Society having been prevented 
by ill state of health from attending, the senior Vice President, 
present, took the chair, at 11 o'clock, A. M. . 

Previously to entering on the business of the day, the Rev. Dr. 
Romeyn, at the request of the presiding officer, read the 55th 
chapter of Isaiah. 

The Rev. Secretary for Domestic Correspondence then read a 
letter from the Hon. Elias Boudinot, the President, mentioning 
his great regret that his state of health put it out of his power to 
attend the meeting, and expressing his warm and unabating at- 
tachment to the Institution, with his most ardent prayers for its 
success. Letters were also read from the following Vice-Presi- 
dents of the Society : Hon. John Jay, of Bedford, N. Y.; His Ex- 
cellency John Cotton Smith, of Connecticut ; Hon. Bushrod Wash- 
ington, of Virginia, Chief Justice of the United States ; Hon. 
Judge Tilghman, of Pennsylvania; Hon. S. Thompson, Chief 
Justice of the State of New-York; and from his Excellency 
Daniel D. Tompkins, Vice-President of the United States,—all 
apologizing for their unavoidable absence from the meeting, and 
testifying their most decided and cordial approbation of the So- 
ciety, and expressing their fervent wishes for its prosperity. 

The Rev. Secretary then read the Annual Report of the Board 
of Managers ; which will be given entire as soon as practicable. 

After the reading of the Report was finished, the following re- 
solutions were passed unanimously : 


Ist. On motion of the Rev. W. Hill, President of the Frederick 
County Bible Society, (Virg.) seconded by James Buchanan, Esq. 
the British Consul residing at New-York, 

Reso_vep. That the Report now read be adopted, and that it 
be printed under the direction of the Board of Managers. 

2d. On motion of Mr. John Griscom, member of the Society of 
Friends, seconded by the Rev. Francis Heron, of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
syivania. 

Resotvep, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to the 
President of this Society, for his zealous and persevering efforts to 
form this institution and promote its interests. 

: 3d. On motion of the Rey. Dr. Blatchford, of Lansingburg, 
N. Y. seconded by Hon. Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, 

_Resotvep, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to the 
Vice-Presidents for their patronage and support, and the ‘Treo- 
sitrer and Secretaries for their services during the last year. 
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4th. On motion of the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, of N. Y. and seconded 
by the Rev. Joshua L. Wilson, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Resotvep, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented te 
the Board of Managers, for their exertions in conducting the busi- 
ness of the Society. 

5th. On motion of William Jay, Esq. of Bedford, West Chester 
County, seconded by Mr. Thomas Eddy, of the Society of Friends, 

Resotvsp, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, for their early and 
decided approbation of the Institution of this Society, expressed in 
their narrative of the state of Religion within their bounds. 

6. On motion of Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. of Boston, seconded by 
the Rev. Mr. Felthus of N. Y. 

Resonvep, that the thanks of this Society be presented to the 
numerous Auxiliary Bible Societies, for their exertions to promote 
the object, and augment the funds of this Institution. 

7th. On motion of Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Princeton, and se- 
conded by Hon. A. Kirkpatrick, Chief Justice of the State of New- 
Jersey, 

Reso.vep, that the thanks of the Meeting be given to those con- 
gregations and individuals who have constituted their Pastors 
mewbers for life of this Society. 

8th. On motion of Joshua M. Wallace, Esq. of Burlington, New- 
Jersey, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hart, of Stonington, Con. 

Resotvep, That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to all 
those individuals and Societies who have contributed to the funds 
of this Institution. 


Several of the gentlemen, who moved and seconded the above 
resolutions, supported them by-highly animating and appropriate 
addresses ; which, while they evinced the deep interest. felt by 
the speakers in the grand object which had, on this occasion, con- 
vened persons of opposite political.sentiments, and of almost every 
religious denomination, from different and distant parts of the 
country, were also calculated to inspire their hearers with the 
most delightful sensations, in the view of the prosperity that, 
under the smiles of a gracious Providence, had already attended 
the exertions made to promote this great and beneficent underta- 
king, and of the bright prospects of its future usefulness. We shall 
endeavour to procure for insertion extracts from some of the speech- 
es delivered on this occasion. 

We cannot omit to notice a letter irom the President of the So- 
ciety, which was read after the vote of thanks to that worthy and 
munificent benefactor of the institution, and which breathed the. 
glowing feelings of his benevolent sou!, in a language werthy oi 
the first and best supporter of this noble fabric of christian phi- 
Janthropy. We expéct to insert it in some future Number. 


** The Bible Society of Berkely County,” Virginia, became aux- 
jliary to the American Bible Society on the 5th of April last. 

Also, ** The Female Bible Society of Geneva.”’ Ontario County. 
N. Y. in the same month 


